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INSIDE... 

Our new Inclusive Play Area 
We officially launched our new inclusive play area at 
a grand opening event held at Paces in September. 
 
The play area has been specially designed to enable 
children of all abilities to play together. Costing 
£25,000, the project has been in development for three 
years with the views of children of all abilities, their 
parents and community groups from across the area 
central to the plans. 
 
People wanted a play space that felt happy, relaxed, 
inclusive and welcoming to both children and parents 
with activities that were fun, interactive, sociable and 
stimulating. All of these are part of the new play area, 
which was built over the summer. 
 
At the launch event, children and their parents came 
together with community leaders and supporters to 
see the new play area and try it out for the first time. 

Ann Menzies-Blythe, Chair of Trustees at Paces, said: 
“Families of the children we care for often told us there 
was a need for more accessible play spaces which 
welcome families with disabled and non-disabled 
children to play and have fun together. 
  
“This new play area will mean they no longer have to 
travel long distances to find suitable places to play 
together and give an outstanding, multi-sensory, 
interactive play area they can use on their doorstep.” 
  
Thank you to all who have supported the project - 
Lord’s Taverners, Hallam FM Cash for Kids, The DM 
Thomas Foundation for Young People, the Tesco Bags 
of Help Initiative, the Co-Op Community Fund and 
Vito’s Italian Restaurant.  Also to Andy Chubb from 
Irwin Mitchell for taking photographs at the launch. 
 

More photographs from the launch inside >> 
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Paces School 

We remember … Ibrahim who 
passed away suddenly at home  
in May this year.  
 
Everyone at Paces misses Ibie’s 
cheeky smile, his kindness and his 
helpfulness. He was always keen 
to do well with his walking 
challenges and he was a great 
member of the Table Cricket team 
that played so well at Headingley 
in Leeds. 

 
Your life was full of loving deeds  

 
Forever thoughtful of our  

special needs  
 

Today and tomorrow our  
whole lives through  

 
we will always love and  

cherish you 

In memory of Ibrahim Ahmed 

Conductive Education Awareness Week 
In March, children and staff at Paces School were joined by staff at Irwin 
Mitchell’s Sheffield office in dressing as Superheroes to mark Conductive 
Education Awareness Week. We celebrated Conductive Education being 
our Super Power by dressing as some of our favourite characters – from 
Superman and Supergirl to Batman and Wonder Woman. 

End of school year celebrated at Garden Party 
We had an amazing afternoon celebrating the end of the school year 
with a Garden Party enjoyed by children, parents and staff. We also said 
goodbye to two of our secondary class pupils, Alex and Molly, who we 
wished all the best for the future. Certificates were handed out to mark 
the end of the school year and fun was had by all! 

With Paces School expanding and 
children moving from part time to 
full time, there was need for an 
extra class room. Fortunately 
there was a room within the 
building that needed a little TLC. 
So, we had the room decorated, 
which staff helped with, the 
kitchen was refurbished and we 
had new floor coverings put 
down. We also had new double 
glazing installed. This classroom is 
the nursery class which Gyorgyi 
teaches in.  

This year, we have welcomed 
new families, a new Conductor, 
we have also re-welcomed a 
Conductor and now have an 
Assistant Head Teacher.  Harvest Festival 

Every year, Paces School celebrates Harvest 
Festival and this year was no exception with  
another successful event. A presentation 
assembly was held and parents and families 
were invited to join in the celebration. 
Children and their families have been 
collecting food and this year the supplies 
were donated to the local food bank.   

Over the last year our school staff 
have been part of many training 
courses including: 
 

•  BSL (British Sign Language) 
•  Safeguarding 
•  Paediatric First Aid 
 

The Conductor Assistants have 
also been working on a 
Conductive Education 
qualification with OCN. This is  
due to continue from September. 

In August, we held a summer 
camp for two weeks at the start of 
the school holidays. This year was 
very successful having 10 children 
attend the first week and 8 in the 
second week. Activities held at 
summer camp were based on 
Conductive Education, helping to 
improve and maintain physical 
condition and self-help skills. 



Adult Services 

Our heartfelt gratitude goes to 
Mary Ralph and her family who 
chose to donate £1,500.00 to 
Paces in memory of Jonathan.  
 
Jonathan was a stalwart 
participant in our Stroke 
programme, and this donation 
will contribute to the cost of 
Conductive Education sessions 
for existing and future Stroke 
programme participants. 

In memory of  Jonathan Ralph 

Over £1,000 raised for World Cerebral Palsy Day 
Thank you to everyone who has supported Paces by raising money on 
World Cerebral Palsy Day on 6 October. 
 
We raised over £1,000 with a series of events - our Leaping the Void 
Coffee Morning was held at Paces - with baking supplied, raffle prizes 
sourced and tickets sold by our young adults. 
 
Meanwhile, friends and supporters have been holding fundraising 
events - including Irwin Mitchell, The Co-Op, TSB's Meadowhall 
branch & Switalskis. 

Condition Specific Group 
Thanks to continued funding from the People’s Postcode Lottery, and 
kind donations from Jonathan Ralph’s funeral, we are pleased to have 
been able to continue our great work running Conductive Education 
sessions for people who have suffered from a Stroke. These sessions 
focus on enabling the participants to be as independent as possible. 

In July, members of LtV enjoyed a 
visit to Barlow, which was kindly 
hosted by the Masonic Fishing 
Charity. Each member of the group 
was able to enjoy the peaceful and 
tranquil surroundings of the lake, as 
well as work with a seasoned 
fisherman to catch as many fish as 
they could. As ever, the competition 
was fierce and many fish were 
caught by all members of the group. 
Kirstin won the competition for the 
second year running! The highlight 
of the visit, however, has to be the 
delicious barbecue, cooked by the 
Masons themselves. A huge thank 
you to the Masons for their 
hospitality and we look forward to 
seeing you again next year.  

For the past year, LtV members 
have been taking part in 
hydrotherapy at the Thorncliffe 
Leisure Centre. Facilitated in the 
water by LtV staff members, 
everyone has thoroughly enjoyed 
taking part in the sessions. Not only 
have they made good progress and 
developed confidence in the water, 
they have also enjoyed the social 
aspect of using the facilities. They 
have met lots of new people and 
chat to staff and gym members who 
have all made them feel very 
welcome. We look forward to 
continuing to use the facilities.  



 In October, LtV members Molly and Johnathan visited Irwin 
Mitchell in Sheffield to sell their handmade craft items. They sold 
every Christmas card they had made - and raised a fantastic £103! 

 Whizzkidz held their first 
youth club at Paces this 
year, which proved to be a 
huge success. We had 
children and young people 
attending from as far away 
as Retford and Oldham 
travelling to the event. 

 The Flynn family kindly 
volunteered to collect a cheque 
from John Lewis, with an 
amazing donation of £1,173. 
Thank you to all staff and 
customers of their Barker’s  
Pool store. 



 Congratulations to Team Paces who took part in the 
Yorkshire Table Cricket Finals at Headingley Stadium in Leeds. 
We’re very proud of all our pupils’ sportsmanship, skills and 
enthusiasm for this excellent event. 

 Thanks to William Merritt Disabled Living Centre for bringing 
their car seat clinic to Paces. We learnt about car seat safety 
and Houdini stops during the event. Thanks also to Irwin 
Mitchell for their gazebos! 

Thank you to  
everyone who has  

been a part of Paces  
over the past 20 years  
-  and to all who have 

been part of  
our anniversary  

celebrations  
during 2017. 



Family Support 

Supported by Irwin Mitchell, Paces 
Family Support held a coffee 
morning at the beginning of the 
new term to welcome new families 
and meet existing Paces families. 
The Family Support Team also 
held coffee mornings to support 
families in transfer to EHCP and 
other informational sessions. These 
will continue to be held on the first 
Tuesday of every month. 

Parents of Paces has this year been  
re-launched as Families 4 Paces 
School. This is a group of parents 
and family members interested in 
making a difference to Paces 
School, please contact Paces 
Family Support Team if you’d like 
to join the group. 

This year, the Family Support Team 
welcomed Vicki Clarry on board. 
Vicki is a parent of a child attending 
Paces School. 

Jan Tippett has said goodbye for 
now to Paces. Jan is taking time out 
from the Family Support Team to 
do some research into mainstream 
provision for children with 
Hydrocephalus and related 
neurological conditions. We wish 
her all the best in your new 
venture! 

Thank you to all our families at Paces for their continued 
support and for making our work such a pleasure!  

Thank you to Switalskis for funding 
a private session with a Conductor 
at Dinnington School of Swimming. 
Parents were shown how to enter 
the water safely with their child, 
and how to safely handle their 
children and manipulate 
movements once in the water. 
Further sessions are planned for 
the future. 

Family Support Advice Sessions 
Paces Family Support have held a number of sessions and received 
support from the following throughout 2018: 

• Benefits and entitlements 
surgery with SEND Karma 

• Disability sports information 
day with Activity Sheffield 

• Transport advice with 
SENTAS - Since the SENTAS 
Transport to school 
information session at Paces in 
March this year 4 families have 
gained transport to Paces 
school from different local 
authorities. Thanks to Gavin 
Morris for your invaluable help. 
If you would like to find out 
more about transport to school 
then contact Paces family 
support team on 0114 2844488. 

• SEND advice from Cerebra 

• Befriending training with 
Scope’s Face2Face 
programme – Watch this 
space for Paces Befriending 
Group 

• Transitions workshop – 
Supported by Contact a Family 
– Helping parents to support 
their children with Transition 
from Children to adult services 

• Digital Safety Training – 
Thanks to the generosity of 
Switalskis Solicitors, we have 
been able to host three 
information sessions for Paces 
staff and families, all intended 
to increase their awareness of 
digital safety, for themselves 
and for their children. 

Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
A fun day was had by all at our Teddy Bears' Picnic in August. Irwin 
Mitchell volunteers Becky and Christy did a great job taking care of 
Marlow and selling Tombola tickets, while The Lord Mayor of 
Sheffield, Cllr Ann Murphy, drew our winning Grand Prize raffle ticket. 
A huge thank you to Lisa Gibbins and Stacey Mitchell for the 
wonderful cake and cupcakes and thanks again to Wortley Rotary 
Club for helping to make this happen. 

Many thanks to everyone for  
the positive feedback following 
Paces first aid training led by 
Alex Harrison from Mini First Aid 
in the morning, and by Jane  
Shaw of Sheffield's SaLT team  
in the afternoon. Thanks also to 
Switalskis Solicitors for kindly 
sponsoring the invaluable 
training and advice sessions.  

First Aid for Parents 



Funding News 

We’ve received a number of 
anonymous donations, and we 
would like to acknowledge the 
generosity of these donors by 
extending our thanks to them. 
In addition, we have a growing 
number of supporters who are 
helping to fundraise for Paces 
while shopping online, simply by 
using Give as You Live. Thank you 
to these innovative shoppers. 

In addition to those mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, would 
like to extend our thanks to new and long-standing supporters 
alike. These include… 
 
• Wortley Inner Wheel  
• Dore Townswomen’s Guild 
• Dore Mercia Townswomen’s Guild 
• The Plug 
• Grayson’s Solicitors 
• The Sir John Osbourne Charitable Trust 
• Cawthorne Mothers Union 
• Stocksbridge and Deepcar Townswomen’s Guild 
• Chapeltown Townswomen’s Guild 

Thursday, 1 June marked the 
beginning of Volunteers Week 
2017, and we would like to say a 
huge “Thank you” to everyone 
who has donated their time to 
Paces over the past year. 

We're delighted to have been 
chosen as a TSB Local Charity 
Partner for 2017/18. Every year, 
TSB branches and offices ask 
customers for nominations of 
charities to support and we're 
excited that, out of 27,000 
nominations, Paces is one of  
the 458 new partners the  
bank has picked.  

We are grateful to Anthony 
Wakefield, David Brown, Andy 
Bullous and Mark Powell who 
made up Team Paces in April at 
the Yorkshire Half Marathon in 
Sheffield. All four achieved 
brilliant times and generated a 
total of £675.00 for our charity. A 
big thank you to them - and 
everyone who sponsored them. 
Team Paces was able to sort 
matching running vests this year, 
thanks to the support of 
Switalskis Solicitors. 

20th Anniversary Grand Prize Draw 
We were delighted to announce the winner of our biggest ever Grand 
Prize Raffle earlier this year.  
 
Sinead Rollinson-Hayes, of Irwin Mitchell Solicitors office in Sheffield, 
was the lucky recipient of the prize – a Canadian log cabin experience 
including return flights, generously donated by Colin Harris and his 
family. We raised £3,280 by holding the 20th Anniversary Raffle – an 
amazing amount! 

Family Fun Day & 5-A-Side Tournament 

A huge thank you to everyone who came to our Family Fun Day & Five
-A-Side Tournament at SGP Thorncliffe on a hot and sunny Sunday,  
18 June. Over £600 was raised during the day in support of our 
Wheelspin Roundabout campaign. 
 
Thank you to everyone who made the event possible - a true 
collaboration between SGP Thorncliffe, the Sainsbury’s Local Store in 
High Green, Sheffield and Hallamshire County FA and Irwin Mitchell. 



Irwin Mitchell celebrates Paces 
as their Charity of the Year 

We are delighted that Paces has been a 2017 
Charity of the Year for Irwin Mitchell Solicitors 
 
The staff in the firm’s Sheffield office voted 
overwhelmingly to support us during the course of 
the year to build on our strong existing relationship. 
 
The decision, in our 20th anniversary year, was also 
fitting as it brings the story of Paces full circle. In 
1997, when Paces was founded, then Irwin Mitchell 
partner Howard Culley offered his firm’s support by 
sponsoring fundraising events. Since then, others 

employed at the firm have served as Trustees over 
the years, including Angela Sandhal who was 
introduced to Paces when she was a solicitor at the 
firm. 
 
Irwin Mitchell's support in 2017 has been nothing 
short of incredible - with so many fundraising 
events, activities and support they have gone the 
extra mile to make a real difference. THANK YOU  
to everyone at Irwin Mitchell and we look forward  
to continuing to be a proud partner for 2018  
and beyond. 

We’re excited that Paces has been chosen by BBC Children in Need to 
receive a grant of £80,629 over the next three years. The grant will be used to 
support children aged between six months and three years with cerebral 
palsy to encourage them to become more independent, enjoy improved 
communications and become more mobile. 
 
We’ve also been named by Sheffield United as one of the club’s six charity 
partners for the 2017/2018 season, as part of their support of organisations 
across the city. As part of the partnership, Sheffield United first team 
midfielder Chris Basham and ladies’ team midfielder Kim Brown will be 
ambassadors for Paces, assisting with fundraising activities and helping 
create awareness of the charity. 

Paces scores backing of Pudsey & Blades 
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